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Nature conservation is a human right 
BUND files the world's first constitutional complaint for better 
biodiversity legislation 

 

 Species extinction: situation worse for nature conservation than for the climate 

 Human existence threatened without intact ecosystems 

 BUND sues German Parliament for enactment of a comprehensive legal biodiver-

sity protection concept 

 

Berlin. The Bund für Umwelt und Naturschutz Deutschland (BUND = Friends of the Earth 

Germany) is the first organisation in the world to bring an action before a supreme court 

for better nature conservation legislation. Together with several individual plaintiffs 

such as the well-known actor Hannes Jaenicke and conservationist Christof Martin, 

BUND is today lodging a constitutional complaint with the German Federal Constitu-

tional Court. The complaint is intended to oblige the legislator (Bundestag = German 

parliament) to enact a comprehensive statutory biodiversity protection concept. This in-

cludes an immediate halt to biodiversity loss and coordinated steps to restore biodiver-

sity.  

The pace of species extinction and the destruction of nature is even more dramatic than 

the speed of the climate crisis. Without intact ecosystems, soil regeneration, function-

ing pollination and freshwater cycles, human existence is threatened in the long term. 

Exceeding planetary boundaries jeopardises the physical foundations of all human free-

dom. It thus threatens human rights, especially the right to life and health.  

 

 

mailto:presse@bund.net


Transgressing planetary boundaries threatens human rights 

More effective nature conservation is therefore imperative for the freedom of us all. It is 

also economically indisputable that the loss of biodiversity threatens to be many times 

more expensive than effective nature conservation. 

Myriam Rapior, Deputy Chairwoman of BUND and member of several advisory bodies to 

the German government: "The preservation of biodiversity is about nothing less than our 

livelihoods. However, nature in Germany is inadequately protected and the loss is con-

tinuing. Numerous expert committees of the German Federal Government and the par-

liament have been pointing out the urgent need for action in nature conservation for 

years - yet insufficient measures are still being taken. BUND has been consistently cam-

paigning for nature conservation for decades and is now taking the final step: a lawsuit 

to the Constitutional Court. We hope that biodiversity will soon be effectively protected 

and ecosystems stabilised so that food, clean water and fresh air are secured for the fu-

ture." 

As with the 2018 and 2024 climate constitutional complaints, the constitutional com-

plaint is being legally represented by the law firm Baumann Rechtsanwälte - in particular 

by lawyers Dr Franziska Heß and Lisa Hörtzsch - together with Prof Dr Dr Felix Ekardt 

from the Research Unit Sustainability and Climate Policy (all Leipzig). 

Felix Ekardt: "The loss of biodiversity is ruining the preconditions of human rights free-

dom such as life, health and food security. Conversely, there is a risk that effective na-

ture conservation will be postponed until conservation is only feasible with massive en-

croachments on freedom. We want to preserve freedom and democracy in the long 

term and are therefore calling for a legal protection concept for nature." 

Franziska Heß: "With the constitutional complaint, we are showing for the first time that 

individual people are specifically affected by the loss of biodiversity in terms of their 

freedom and its preconditions. And, following a ground-breaking climate judgement by 

the European Court of Human Rights in April 2024, we are also showing that environ-

mental organisations can also assert this." 

The model is the successful climate constitutional complaint that BUND, together with 

the Solar Energy Promotion Association, was the first to bring before the German Fed-

eral Constitutional Court in 2018 in order to oblige legislation to set more ambitious cli-

mate protection targets. The court's 2021 climate ruling was the most far-reaching deci-

sion on better environmental legislation by a supreme court in the world to date, beside 

the 2024 verdict of the ECtHR. In September, BUND, again together with other associa-

tions, filed a second climate constitutional complaint because although climate protec-

tion has made progress, it is still inadequate. The constitutional complaint is supported 



by the Pelorus Jack Foundation and Protect the Planet in addition to a major donation 

from Christof Martin. 

More information: 

• Writ of constitutional complaint (in English): https://www.bund.net/fileadmin/
user_upload_bund/publikationen/lebensraeume/Writ-of-constitutional-complaint-
BUND.pdf 

• Contact: If you have any questions about the lawsuit, please contact Prof. Dr Dr Felix 
Ekardt, e-mail: felix.ekardt@uni-rostock.de,  and Dr Franziska Heß, Baumann 
Rechtsanwälte, hess@baumann-rechtsanwaelte.de,  as well as Afra Heil,

afra.heil@bund.net and the BUND press office, presse@bund.net

Tel.: 030 - 27586 -109.
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