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For a lmost 40 years the so-ca lled  “ Iron Curta in”  had  d ivided  Europe. It ran from the Ba rents 
Sea a t the border between Russia , Norway and  Finland , a ll the way to the Bosporus a t the 
border between Bulga ria , Greec e and  Turkey. It was a  politic a l, ideolog ic a l and  physica l 
ba rrier, most strong ly expressed  in Germany: Meta l fenc es, wa lls, ba rbed  wire, guard 
towers, sp ring  guns, land  mines and  watc hdogs c rea ted  a  dea th zone through Germany 
and  separa ted  one country in East and West, d ivided  families and friends for dec ades. 
Na ture was the only winner in this forb idden zone. 
Today, the FHQWUDO�Green Belt’ s lifeline through Germany is the a rea  between the road  for 
milita ry vehic les and  the former borderline of the Federa l Repub lic  of Germany (FRG) and  
German Democ ra tic  Repub lic  (GDR) – today the borderline of the German federa l sta tes. 
�

 
Fig . 1: Struc tura l components in the former border zone between the two German sta tes. 
 

This strip  is between 50 and  200 m wide. In the long  run it is p lanned  to p ro tec t this partly 
narrow FHQWUDO�strip  and a lso some (largely) protec ted  na ture conserva tion areas a long the 
entire Green Belt as a  c ore a rea  and key element of a  na tiona l ecolog ic a l network. The 
FHQWUDO�Green Belt is the important bac kbone with ribs to  both sides build ing up  the longest 
hab ita t c onnec ting system not only in Germany but a lso in Midd le Europe. 
For dec ades a lmost nobody was a llowed to enter the Iron Curta in through Europe. 
Therefore, this a rea  rema ined  c ompara tively und isturbed and  d id  not undergo any 
c ultiva tion or intensifica tion of land  use. Due to these restric tions and  its remoteness the 
situa tion was simila r in la rge a reas in the border reg ions. Desp ite its inhumanity, this border 
granted  na ture a  pause for b rea th: na ture flourished  and  developed  something whic h is 
extremely ra re in intensively used  landsc apes – a  truly wild  a rea . Along the route o f the 
former Iron Curta in we c an find  some of the most important hab ita ts for b iod iversity in 
Europe. 
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BUND/ FoE Germany (Bund  für Umwelt und  Na turschutz Deutschland , Friends o f the Ea rth 
Germany) has been engaged  to protec t the va luab le hab ita ts a long  the former inner-
German border ± the so-c a lled  Green Belt ±  sinc e the fa ll of the Iron Curta in in 1989. 
Orig ina ting  from the Green Belt Germany the vision o f a  Green Belt through Europe 
developed. A Green Belt from the Ba rents Sea  to  the Blac k Sea c an become a  bac kbone 
of an ec olog ica l network and  a  g loba l symbol for trans-boundary c o-opera tion in na ture 
conserva tion and  susta inab le development. Moreover, this Green Belt should  c onnec t 
peop le and  become a  symbol showing tha t the enla rged European Union has not only a  
c ultura l but a lso a  na tura l heritage. 
 

� �� * UHHQ�%HOW�* HUP DQ\ �
 
� �� ��+ LVWRULFDO�GHYHORSP HQW�
Even before the breakdown of the Iron Curta in, surveys of the border area , ma inly made 
only possib le by the Western side, show the richness o f anima l and  p lant spec ies and  
hab ita ts in the sec lusion of the East-West-German border. Sinc e 1976 first mapp ings of b irds 
a long the inner-German borderline have been performed by honora ry c o-workers of the 
Bava rian b ranch o f BUND ca lled  Bund  Natursc hutz (appr. BN) (Frobel 1978; Bec k & Frobel 
1981). 
 
In Dec ember 1989, BUND organised the first meeting  of more than 400 na ture 
conserva tionists 
from East- and  West-Germany in Hof, a  town in the Bavarian-Saxonian-Czech border area. 
During this meeting the name Green Belt was c rea ted  by BUND and  a ll partic ipants 
agreed  to  the first resolution for the pro tec tion of the unique hab ita ts in this Green Belt 
through Germany.  
Thus, the “ Green Belt ”  p ro jec t was born. Right from the sta rt, the Green Belt was not only 
Germany‘ s first na tionwide na ture conserva tion projec t but a lso a  living memoria l to 
rec ent German history. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig . 2: Left: Breakdown of the Iron Curta in ± the lifeline for anima ls and  p lants has turned 
into a  life line, a lso for peop le. Right: First meeting of na ture c onserva tionists from East and  
West in Hof in 
Dec ember 1989. Pic tures: A. Sc ha ffer; BUND-Projec t Offic e Green Belt. 
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� �� ��( FRORJLFDO�QHWZ RUN�±�WKH�* UHHQ�%HOW�
The Green Belt Germany is 1393 km long, passing 17 d istinc t physiographic  reg ions from the 
Ba ltic  Sea to the intersec tion of the border between Saxony, Bava ria  and  Czech Repub lic . 
It  
runs through a lmost every type of German landscape ± from the coast to lowlands and 
low mounta in reg ions. The spec ia l sta tus of the Green Belt derives from the c onnec tion of 
d ifferent hab ita t types, a  fac t extremely ra re in the intensively used  and  fragmented  
German landscape (Fig . 3). Fa llow g rassland, shrub land , d ry grassland, p ioneer forests, wet 
meadows, wa ter bod ies and bogs a re linked  and interlinked. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Fig . 3: Green Belt a t the border of 
Saxony-Anha lt/ Lower Saxony and  a t 
the border Bavaria / Thuring ia . 
Pic tures: Klaus Leidorf. 
 
 
From April 2001 to Sep tember 2002, 
a  survey of hab ita t types a long  the 
entire leng th of the Green Belt was 
c onduc ted  (BN/ BUND 2002). The 
study was funded by the German 
Federa l Agenc y for Nature 
Conserva tion (BfN) and  the German 
Federa l Ministry for the Environment, 
Na ture Conserva tion and Nuc lear 
Sa fety. The results of the survey 
revea l the grea t importanc e of this 
177 km² large a lignment of va luab le 
hab ita ts. Within this a rea , 109 
d ifferent hab ita t types were 
mapped. Overa ll, 60 % of the Green 
Belt a re composed  of aqua tic  
ecosystems, d ifferent forest-types, 
extensively used mesophilic  
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grassland, unused grassland  (fa llow) and  spec ies-rich moist grassland  (Fig . 4). Ha lf of the 
a rea  (48 %) of this ec olog ic a l network c onsists of endangered  hab ita t types (Riec ken et a l. 
1994). About 16 % of the a rea  of the Green Belt Germany is c overed  by priority Annex I 
hab ita ts (EU Hab ita ts Direc tive 92/43/ EWG).  
 
 
Fig . 4: Distribution of areas o f aggrega ted  hab ita t types (only types with more than 1 % 
area) in the Green Belt. 
 
 
 
 
Regard ing the conserva tion sta tus of the Green Belt so fa r 28 % of the area  is pro tec ted as 
na ture reserves, thus, under the sta tutory p rotec tion of German na ture conserva tion law 
and  about 38 % a re p roposed Sites of Community Interest (pSCI ± EU Hab ita ts Direc tive) or 
Spec ia l Protec ted Areas (SPA ±EU Birds Direc tive). Undoub ted ly, the Green Belt meets a ll 
the essentia l c riteria  of a  na tiona l-level eco log ic a l network. Consequently, it should  be the 
bac kbone for the estab lishment of a  European Ec olog ic a l Network (Engels et a l. 2004). 
 
By ana lysing the inventory o f hab ita t types, as well as the litera ture on p lanned  and 
existing 
p ro tec ted  areas, and c onduc ting  interviews with a ll na ture c onserva tion authorities a long  
the Green Belt, the survey has suc c eeded in identifying 32 foc us a reas of high importanc e 
for na ture 
conserva tion and  development (Fig . 5). These areas c over 937 km, i.e. 67 % of the length 
and  79 % of the a rea of the German Green Belt. 21 of these areas were ra ted as foc us 
a reas o f a t least na tiona l importance, whic h will form c ore a reas in a  na tiona l eco log ic a l 
network (Sc hlumprecht et a l. 2002). 
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Fig . 5: Loca tions of 32 foc us areas for conserva tion and  development (important for 
Germany ± 
orange; important for the federa l sta tes ± yellow; Foc us a reas for development ± white). 
 
 
 
There are 150 na ture reserves whic h a re inc luded  or d irec tly bordering the Green Belt. The 
eco log ica l network is extended  by 12.5-fo ld  from 17.656 ha up  to 223.211 ha , add ing  
inc luded and  d irec tly bordering p rotec ted areas to the FHQWUDO�Green Belt. This ec olog ic a l 
network a rea  of 2232 km² corresponds nearly to the size o f the German federa l sta te o f 
Saarland  (2570 km²). Add itiona lly, add ing the p rotec ted a reas in 5 km surround ing  the 
Green Belt is extended  by 26-fo ld  and  an ecolog ic a l network results with an a rea  of 
454.381 ha. This area  corresponds to 1.3 % of the area  of Germany. Thus, the p rotec ted 
a reas a long or nearby the Green Belt do have grea t importanc e for the func tion of the 
eco log ica l network Green Belt. In Germany, the federa l sta tes a re responsib le for na ture 
conserva tion and  the designa tion of na ture reserves. There is an urgent need  tha t the 
federa l sta tes p rotec t the Green Belt and  ad jac ent a reas so tha t a  na tiona l ec olog ic a l 
network c an be developed. 
 
Obviously, the Green Belt ha rbours a  grea t d iversity of spec ies in its d ifferent hab ita ts. The 
a rea  is a  unique retrea t for many ra re and  endangered spec ies which need  und isturbed 
a reas like fa llow g rassland , extensively used  grassland, wa ter bod ies and  forests. More than 
600 endangered  anima l and p lant spec ies o f the so ca lled  Red  List Germany c an be 
found  in the Green Belt. Whincha t (6D[ LFROD�UXEHWUD��Fig . 6), red  bac ked-shrike (/ DQLXV�
FROOXULR), river otter (/ XWUD�OXWUD), king fisher ($OFHGR�DWWKLV) and  b lac k stork (&LFRQLD�QLJUD) are 
only a  sma ll extrac t. 
During the so-c a lled Biod iversity Day, organised  by BUND in c oopera tion with GEO (a 
popula r sc ience magazine), about 500 experts mapped over 5200 d ifferent spec ies of 
anima ls and p lants in nine a reas in only 24 hours a long the German Green Belt in 2003. 
Even spec ies which were thought to  be extinc t in Germany were d isc overed  aga in. 
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Fig . 6: Whinc ha t (6D[ LFROD�UXEHWUD) sitting  on a  post of the former GDR (German Democ ra tic  
Repub lic ). Pic ture: BUND-Projec t Offic e Green Belt/ Th. Stephan. 
�
� �� ��7KUHDWV�
About 85 % of the Green Belt Germany has not yet been degraded to intensively used  
a rab le land  or grassland , forest p lanta tion, streets or build ings. The func tion of the Green 
Belt as a  system of c onnec ted  hab ita ts is ec olog ic a lly intac t a t present. 
But, desp ite this, these unique hab ita ts a re constantly being threa tened . On the whole 
about 
1949 ha of the Green Belt a re impa ired  by agric ulture (Fig . 7). Another p rob lem regard ing 
the connec tivity of the Green Belt is the c rossing o f roads. Altogether about 450 roads 
c ross the Green Belt (Germany has the tightest road network in Europe). Further p rob lems 
a re industria l pa rks (120 ha) in and beside the Green Belt and  the reforesta tion with non-
ind igenous spec ies. 
 
The so-c a lled “ border land  law ”  from 1996 was and whose c onsequences are still an 
exceed ing threa t. By this law, former landowners o f the border a rea , who were 
d ispossessed  by the GDR government, could  get their land bac k. Today about 18 % of the 
land in the Green Belt is p riva te p roperty, 14 % of the land  is owned by federa l sta tes, loc a l 
communities or other pub lic  institutions, about 3 % of the land is owned by non-
governmenta l organisa tions (NGOs), ma inly BUND, and  65 % is federa lly owned land. The 
b ig  threa t for the Green Belt till 2003 was the federa l government, which intended a  sell-
out on the free rea l esta te market. The NGOs p rotested persistently aga inst the sell-out and  
c la imed to  transfer the federa lly owned land  in the Green Belt free of c harge to the 
German federa l sta tes or the NGOs for na ture conserva tion purpose. It was a  huge suc cess 
for a ll organisa tions strugg ling for the susta inab le p ro tec tion of the Green Belt, as the 
minister of the environment as rep resenta tive for the federa l government enunc ia ted 
during an interna tiona l conferenc e on the Green Belt in 2003 to transfer the federa lly 
owned land to the federa l sta tes for na ture conserva tion.  
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Fig . 7: Threa ts through intensive agric ulture. The p ic ture on the left shows the Green Belt in 
North-Thuring ia  in 1990. The p ic ture on the right shows the same a rea  two years la ter in 
1992. Pic tures: BUND-Projec t Office Green Belt/ K.Vowinkel. 
 
The c urrent federa l government, respec tively the Christian Democ ra tic  Union (CDU) and 
the Soc ia l Democ ra tic  Party of Germany (SPD), has fixed  the Green Belt as a  na tiona l 
na tura l heritage in its c oa lition agreement (November 2005) and  has confirmed  the land  
transfer to  the federa l sta tes. Unfortuna tely, new financ ia l demands o f the German ministry 
of financ e regard ing the take over of personnel costs of federa l rangers by the sta tes 
impede the transfer until now. 
BUND and  other NGOs keep  on doing to  stic k up  for the p rotec tion of the Green Belt and 
c a ll on the Federa l Government to keep  their p romises to sec ure a t least 65 % of the 
German Green Belt. 
�
� �� ��$ FWLYLWLHV�E\ �%8 1 ' �
In the long run, land purc hase is mostly the only way to p rotec t hab ita ts from destruc tion. 
In six 
a reas a long the Green Belt BUND has bought unique hab ita ts from priva te owners - up  to 
now 
a round 350 ha . On the BUND-owned land  imp lementa tion measures for p rotec tion and  
develop-ment of the Green Belt are c a rried out. 
How are these ac tivities financed? Peop le can “ buy”  so c a lled  Green Share Certific a tes: 
Any donor g iving 65 Euro bec omes a symbolic  shareholder in the Green Belt, will be invited 
to guided  exc ursions and  other exc lusive ac tivities - the sha reholder-meetings (Fig . 8) ± 
and  will 
regula rly get spec ia l “ shareholder flyers” . 

 
Fig . 8: “ Shareholder-meeting ”  in the Green Belt and Green Share-Certific a te. 
Pic tures: BUND-Projec t Office Green Belt. 
 
Up to now more than 12.000 peop le a re sha reholders of the Green Belt Germany and 
finance the land purc hase as well as further ac tivities, e.g . pub lic  rela tion, po litic a l lobby 
work and  
imp lementa tion p rojec ts for na ture conserva tion. The enormous reac tion in the pub lic  
shows the interest to preserve these irrep lac eab le a reas o f the longest ecolog ic a l network 
in Germany.  
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Share-holder No. 3000 is Mikha il Gorba tc hev, the former p resident o f the Sowjet Union and 
now president o f Green Cross Interna tiona l. He is a lso the pa tron of the Green Belt. 
 

� �� ��( [ SHULHQFH�* UHHQ�%HOW 
In spring 2007, the testing and developing (T+D-) project “Experience Green Belt” started. The 
main objective of this project is to increase the awareness of the Green Belt in the general public 
considerably. There is one approach to enhance sustainably the touristic attractiveness of the 
Green Belt. The high value for the protection of habitats and species as well as the historical 
dimension provide the basis for this approach. Therefore, the efforts within this project will be 
combined with various concrete nature conservation measures along the Green Belt. Due to the 
combination of both approaches the acceptance of the Green Belt and its valorisation among the 
local people and tourists should be increased in order to support the long-term protection. 
In a preliminary study conducted in 2005, the requirements and potential of nature-tourism along 
the Green Belt were determined and corporate principles were developed. Up to now, the Green 
Belt in Germany is only known and perceived by nearly 8 % in Germany. Bookable touristic 
products and specific information about regional distinctions are not available. One main outcome 
was that three model regions along the Green Belt were selected to implement the “Experience 
Green Belt”. 
The T+D-project is funded by the German Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN) with 
funds of the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear 
Safety. The scientific steering is carried out by the German branch of Friends of the Earth, Bund für 
Umwelt und Naturschutz Deutschland e.V. (BUND) in cooperation with competent partners in 
ecology, sustainable tourism and marketing. The main tasks are the coordination, support and 
networking of the planned activities within the three model regions as well as the evaluation and 
monitoring of the activities regarding nature conservation and touristic implementation. A particular 
attention is given to the transferability of the achieved results to other regions. Furthermore, the 
project office coordinates the national and international public relations including a comprehensive 
bilingual website (German and English) and a touristic website with bookable attractions and 
products. An important aim of the project is the development of a common used corporate design 
for activities and materials regarding the Green Belt Germany. The prospective label „Green Belt“ is 
intended to support a better market access for nature tourism concepts.  
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In 2009, the 20th anniversary of the ªfall of the wallº is one of the main topics of the German 
National Tourist Board (GNTB). This offers special opportunities in the national and international 
tourist marketing for the Green Belt as holiday destination. The „Green-Belt-Tourismª may give 
impulse to sustainable agriculture, craft and commerce. These positive economic effects can 
increase the valuation of the Green Belt among local people and visitors.  
The T+D-project is supported and realised by regional project partners in WKUHH�P RGHO�UHJLRQV.  
( OEH�$ OWP DUN�: HQGODQG�±�%RUGHU�H[ SHULHQFH�LQ�WKH�) RXU�6WDWH�,QWHUVHFWLRQ�
In this model region the Green Belt is still widely intact and contains areas of national importance 
for nature conservation. Especially the river Elbe is one of the last relatively near-natural rivers in 
Germany with adjacent floodplains and species-rich wet meadows as well as near-natural 
tributaries. Based on this unique nature the project aims to the develop of specific nature 
experience attractions, as ªpoints of border experienceº, in order to visualize the Green Belt as 
habitat network and national heritage as well as living historical memorial as reminder of the 
German division. Furthermore, cycling and hiking tours, education events, project camps for 
children and teenager, exhibitions, ªdays of border experienceº and artist workshops will be 
performed. Various nature conservation measures, as mowing and grazing of dry grassland 
habitats, renaturation of wet meadows as well as the setting of shallow water bodies and roosts for 
cranes and nordic geese.   
+ DU] �Z LWKRXW�ERUGHUV�±�2 Q�+ DU] �ERUGHU�WUDLOV�WKURXJK�QDWXUH�DQG�KLVWRU\ ��
The only cross-border national park of Germany, Harz, is part of the model region which has as a 
tradtional vacation area a high touristic degree of development. This should be used to increase the 
awareness level of the Green Belt, especially, due to the mulimedia-based exhibition about the 
Green Belt in the new visitor centre of the national park ªTorfHausº. On experience routes and the 
new designed ªHarz border trailsºalong the former border, the Green Belt can be explored. By the 
network of several theme routes ªhistorical bordersº it can be reached from several locations. But 
the model region extends the borders of the the national park and the Harz area. On the fertile soils 
of the northern Harz foothills the Green Belt has almost disappeared. Here it is essential to protect 
the relics and to recover those in the following years. Cycling and hiking trails as well as LandArt 
projects make the Green Belt accessible along its former route. Beside those activities several 
nature conservation measures are planned. 
1 DWXUH�SDUNV�7KXULQJLDQ�) RUHVW�7KXULQJLDQ�6ODWH�0 RXQWDLQV�) UDQFRQLDQ�) RUHVW�±�( [ SHULHQFH�
WKH�* UHHQ�%HOW��LQWHU�DFWLYH�
By using the existing infrastructure in the nature parks (hiking paths, accomodation, sightseeings) 
new additional destinations should be linked with and along the Green Belt. An advanced training 
module ªGreen Beltº for the employed field guides in the nature parks will be developed. Landscape 
management, environmental education and tourism will be interlinked in a special way during work 
camps (ªExperience habitats of the Green Belt). With the collaboration of contemporary witnesses 
and experts an information editing and route developing for guided tours take place. Mobile GPS-
controlled terminals guide the visitors to the destinations along the Green Belt (Points of Interest) 
and supply them with authentic reports of contemporary witnesses and further information.  
 
The Green Belt forms a link between the three regions. Within the selected regions the project 
partners have already initiated cross-border alliances and cooperations between rural districts, 
municipalities, nature reserves administrations and organizations. Those alliances should result in 
concrete touristic products and marketing strategies within the T+D-project.  
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� ��* UHHQ�%HOW�( XURSH�±�IURP �D�YLVLRQ�WR�WKH�LP SOHP HQWDWLRQ�
�
� �� ��7KH�YLVLRQ�
The Green Belt Germany is the orig in of the fantastic  vision o f the Green Belt Europe. Simila r 
to 
Germany there was a  ª forb idden zone º  in other countries a long the barrier where no 
ac tivities were allowed. Everywhere else in Europe, habitats were being changed and modified 
through processes such as intensive agriculture.�Since the fall of the ªIron Curtainº in 1989, a strip 
of habitats - about 8500 km long – is running not only through Germany but also through Europe. It 
could become the first trans-boundary ecological network through Europe. The core areas will be 
big cross-border National Parks and conservation areas of international interest like the National 
Parks ªBavarian Forest/Šumavaº (Germany/Czech Republic), ªThayatal-Podyjíº (Austria/Czech 
Republic), ªNeusiedler See-6HHZLQNHO�) HUW�+ DQVi J´ (Austria/Hungary) or the river-landscapes and 
floodplains of the Danube, the March, the Thaya, the Drau, and the�Mur. The Danube-March-
floodplains (Austria/Slovakia) are the largest pristine floodplains in Central Europe and a 
conservation area according to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. This is only a choice of the 
variety of precious landscapes and areas along the European Green Belt. Moreover, there are 
many important a reas for migra ting b irds and it is a  retrea t for numerous endangered  
spec ies like lynx, wolf, bear and river o tter (Fig . 9). 

 
Fig . 9: Green Belt Europe: The border reg ions a re the last retrea ts for endangered spec ies. 
Lynx in na tiona l park ª Bavarian Forest/ Šumava º  and  b rown bea r in border reg ion Austria  
(Carinthia )/ Slovenia . Pic tures: GEO-Tag der Artenvielfa lt and  Hofrichter. 

During the interna tiona l c onferenc e ª Perspec tives of the Green Belt º  in Bonn (Germany) 
from 15th to 16th of July 2003, it was announc ed  tha t Mikha il Gorba tc hev will be the pa tron 
of the Green Belt and this vision of a  Green Belt through Europe was offic ia lly d isc ussed for 
the first time. 
The imp lementa tion o f the idea of the European Green Belt as the b iggest transboundary 
eco log ica l network through Europe will be the c entra l c ha llenge for European na ture 
conserva tion in the next dec ades. The existing na ture conserva tion a reas and  pristine 
landsc apes should  be conserved  as c ore a reas and the landscape next to and  between 
these areas must be developed  as stepp ingstones for spec ies. In this way, the Green Belt 
Europe contributes to the imp lementa tion of the Convention on Biolog ic a l Diversity (CBD) 
and  Na tura  2000 (EU Hab ita ts Direc tive 92/ 43/ EWG). 
The European Green Belt runs through 23 countries (Fig . 10) and  c urrently there a re three 
d istinc t a reas o f ac tivity: 

•  The ) HQQRVFDQGLDQ�* UHHQ�%HOW, with Norway, Finland , the Russian Federa tion, Estonia , 
La tvia , Lithuania . 
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•  The * UHHQ�%HOW�&HQWUDO�( XURSH; running through Poland , Germany, Czec h Repub lic , 
Austria , Slovakia , Hungary, Slovenia , Croa tia  and  Ita ly. 
• The * UHHQ�%HOW�6RXWK�( DVWHUQ�( XURSH; running along the barrier that separated the Balkan 
countries - Serbia, Montenegro, FYR Macedonia, Romania, Bulgaria, Albania, Greece, Turkey -, 
ending at the Black Sea. 

A very big step for the Green Belt 
Europe was the international 
conference in Hungary in September 
2004. The World Conservation Union 
(IUCN) and the German Federal 
Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN) 
jointly organised a conference that took 
place in the trans-boundary protected 
area of the Fert - Hanság National Park 
in Hungary. Over 70 participants from 
17 countries attended the conferencH� 
The goal of the Green Belt Europe 
conference was to introduce the idea of 
the Green Belt to national represen-
tatives and internatio-nal experts from 
the different countriHV along the route of 
the former ªIron Curtainº and to debate 
what the Green Belt should be, how it 
could be imple-mented and what its 
positive impact on nature conservation 
and sustainable development in Europe 
could be. 
 
Fig . 10: Route of the Green Belt 
Europe with the reg ions managed 

by Regiona l Coord ina tors. Pic ture: BUND. 
 

After the conferenc e some visions for the Green Belt were defined. The Green Belt is: 
·  an ec olog ica l network tha t will fit into and p rovide an imp lementa tion mec hanism for 

the 
      ma jor European initia tives on pro tec ted  areas (NATURA 2000) and  b iod iversity loss 
      (Convention on Biolog ica l Diversity, CBD); 
·  an opportunity to create a nature communication and marketing tool linking nature 
      conserva tion and  susta inab le reg iona l development; 
·  a  tool for transboundary c o-opera tion; 
·  an ª ec o log ic a l laboratoryº  c onta ining a  c ross sec tion of important European hab ita ts. 
 

One of the outc omes of this interna tiona l Conferenc e in Sep tember 2004 was a  
p rogramme of work (PoW). This doc ument conta ins time-defined goa ls and  ta rgets to 
make the European Green Belt a  rea lity. Some of the ta rgets a re to comp lete the 
da tabase on p rotec ted / designa ted  areas under na tiona l/ interna tiona l schemes running  
a long the Green Belt, to make a review of fund ing opportunities ava ilab le to the d ifferent 
levels of the Green Belt and to  identify and  examine reg iona l flagship  spec ies. 
Furthermore, the c onferenc e partic ipants appointed  three Regiona l Coord ina tors for the 
d istinc t reg ions a long the European Green Belt Meeting (Fig .10). 
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In June 2005 a  Green Belt Europe Coord ina tor started to work for the IUCN Offic e for South 
Eastern Europe in Belgrade. The IUCN offic e in co-opera tion with the responsib le 
government and  non-government organisa tions for the three d istinc t a reas will take the 
Green Belt into internationa l forums and  will identify key a reas tha t could  become foc us 
a reas for ac tivities.  
The BUND-Pro jec t Offic e Green Belt is the Regiona l Coord ina tor for the c entra l pa rt o f the 
European Green Belt and responsib le for the initia ting  and c o-ord ina ting of p ro jec ts and  
ac tivities.  
Organised by BUND, the first Centra l European Green Belt meeting, held  in Mitwitz near the 
German Green Belt in Oc tober 2005, proved  to be important and a  suc c essful means to 
d isc uss the p rogress ac hieved and  a lso possib le future ac tivities with the ma in 
stakeholders.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig . 11: Partic ipants o f the first Centra l European Green Belt meeting in Oc tober 2005. 
Pic ture: BUND-Pro jec t Office Green Belt. 
 

� �� ��,QWHUUHJ�,,,%�&$ ' 6( 6 �3URMHFW�* 5 ( ( 1 �%( / 7�
One of the future ac tivities d isc ussed in Mitwitz in 2005 was the EU-funded Interreg IIIB-
p ro jec t ª Protec tion and  Va lorisa tion o f the longest hab ita t system in Europe ± GREEN 
BELTº , whic h sta rted in April 2006 (end o f the p ro jec t: May 2008). Partners from 8 countries 
(Germany, Czech Repub lic , Slovakia , Austria , Hunga ry, Slovenia , Croa tia  and  Bulgaria ) 
a long the Green Belt a re partic ipa ting in the p rojec t. 
The former ª Iron Curta inº  c onstra ined  the ec onomic  development of the ad jac ent 
reg ions. This Interreg IIIB-p rojec t a ims a t transforming the former ª d ea th zone º  into  a  green 
ª life line º  by foc using on the use of the na tura l potentia l of the p ro jec t reg ion to foster a  
susta inab le ec onomic  development of the a rea . It will imp lement p ilot stud ies with solution-
oriented  approaches in the fie lds of na ture c onserva tion, tra ffic , tourism, reg iona l 
ma rketing and educ a tion. The projec t a lso a ims a t improving the c ommunic a tion 
between the onc e sepa ra ted  peop le and  a t ra ising the awareness tha t na ture p ro tec tion 
c an be c ompatib le with susta inab le reg iona l development.  

Ma in Projec ts Results will be: 

·  Contribution to a sustainable trans-national Green Belt network working for the protection and 
      va loriza tion o f the longest hab ita t system in Europe 
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·  Feasib ility stud ies on the top ic s ª Gap ana lysis of the Green Belt º , ª Sensitive tra ffic  
development º , ª Involvement of the loc a l popula tion into  Green Belt tourism º  

·  A c ommon corpora te design for the Green Belt Centra l Europe: website, p rinted  
ma teria l and mob ile exhib itions in seven languages 

·  Development of transna tiona l tourism marketing stra teg ies, guidelines for loc a l 
b rand ing , estab lishment o f a  network of p roviders o f eco-tourism servic es 

·  Green Belt workshops for stakeholders on the loca l, reg iona l and  na tiona l level 

·  Pilo t p rojec ts: Signposting of thematic  c yc le tra ils and  an adventure hiking-tra il in 
selec ted areas a long the Green Belt 



BUND/FoE Germany; Green Belt – ERUGHUV�VHSDUDWH�±�QDWXUH�XQLWHV 

  15 

 

Transna tiona l feasib ility stud ies will be c omb ined  with p ilot pro jec ts g iving best p rac tise 
examples for reg iona l development measures espec ia lly in the field  o f c losing identified  
gaps (nega tive damages a long the Green Belt), of sensitive tra ffic  development and 
gentle tourism. The p rojec t a ims a t both the protec tion o f the longest eco log ic a l network 
in Europe and the sensitive va lorisa tion o f its na tura l potentia l.  
 

� �� ��%RUGHUV�VHSDUDWH�±�1 DWXUH�XQLWHV�
The p ro jec t European Green Belt is a  b ig c ha llenge. It should  fulfill the func tions of an 
eco log ica l 
corridor and thus, c ontribute to  the conserva tion o f b iod iversity. However, it should  a lso 
inc rease 
peop le’s connec tion to their na tura l surround ing and  inc rease the opportunities for soc io-
economic  development tha t is benefic ia l to loc a l c ommunities and  b iod iversity as well. 
The Green Belt is a  unique c hanc e to  overcome the old  boundaries and barriers between 
East and  West ± a  living  symbol o f growing together in Europe. 
�
�
�
�
/ LQNV��

Z Z Z �EXQG�QHW�JUHHQ�EHOW�HXURSH�
Z Z Z �HXURSHDQJUHHQEHOW�RUJ�
 

 
T+D-Project ªExperience Green Beltº, Green Belt Germany 
www.erlebnisgruenesband.de 
Funded by the Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN) with funds of the 
German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear 
Safety:��
Z Z Z �EIQ�GH�
 

 
Interreg IIIBCADSES-Project GREEN BELT: 
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